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Welcome Spectator!

We are delighted that you have joined us at the Rocky Mountain Siberian Husky Club’s Specialty Show.  We hold this event every other year on the last weekend in April.  On alternate years the Northern California Siberian Husky Club’s Specialty is held on the same weekend.

If you own a Siberian, it was a good idea that you left your dog at home.  Although you may think that your Siberian would love to meet all his/her relatives, a dog show with lots of dogs and people is often intimidating to a dog not used to this type of activity.  Or, your dog, in wanting to play with all of his/her new-found friends, might distract those dogs in competition.  Without your dog, you are more free to watch the show, talk with other Siberian owners and breeders, and see what goodies might be for sale.

If you are looking for a Siberian, you have come to the right place.  You will have the opportunity to see local Siberians, as well as some from other western states, and even others from farther away!  You will also have the opportunity of watching longtime Siberian Husky breeder-judges evaluate the entrants.  And, you will be able to speak with a number of Siberian breeders.  If you have not done extensive research on the Breed, please do so.  Visit the Siberian Husky Club of America’s (SHCA) website at www.shca.org.

If you are new to dog shows, here’s a brief description of what is happening.  First of all, you will notice that only Siberian Huskies are entered.  A “specialty show” is one where only a specific breed can compete.  This is different from the “all-breed” shows which have entrants from all of the American Kennel Club (AKC) recognized breeds.

To help you keep track of the events, you might want to buy a catalog.  In addition to listing all of the dogs entered and their owners’ names and addresses, there are a number of breeder and exhibitor advertisements.

One word about dog show etiquette.  Although these dogs are used to some distractions, it is always courteous to try not to cause any.  Dogs or children playing near the ring, someone eating a sandwich at ringside, or loud talking or laughing, can all distract the dogs and handlers.  So, please try to be a courteous spectator.  Also, if you want to speak with breeders or exhibitors, you will often find them distracted prior to competition.  Please don’t think them rude if they are busy grooming, practicing with their dog, or even trying to settle butterflies in their stomachs.  You will often have a better opportunity for discussion after they have competed.

There are different types of competitions at this specialty.  On Friday, we start off with the Obedience and Rally Trials.  Dogs are entered in classes of increasing complexity.  The judge scores each dog on specific exercises in each class.  The scores from each of the exercises are added together to give each dog a final score.  If a dog earns enough total points overall, and a minimum number of points in each exercise, he/she earns a qualifying score toward an obedience or rally title.  Once the dog has earned three qualifying scores under different judges, the AKC awards that dog an obedience or rally title.  The dog from the regular classes in the Obedience Trial with the highest qualifying score is awarded the “High in Trial” award.  We also offer some non-regular obedience classes for veteran dogs (over 6 years of age), dogs not ready to

compete for the Companion Dog title (Beginner Novice), those between titles (Graduate Novice), and for those working in tandem (Brace).

Following Obedience and Rally judging on Friday, we hold Puppy and Veteran Sweepstakes.  Puppy Sweepstakes competition is for any dog between 6 and 18 months of age.  Veteran Sweepstakes competition is for those dogs 8 years of age or over.  Dogs are entered in age groups, and initially compete with other dogs of the same sex and age category.  The judge will evaluate the dogs, comparing them against the breed standard, and will award ribbons and prize money for 1st thru 4th places in each class.  Then, the 1st place winners of each class will compete at the end for Best Puppy (or Veteran) in Sweepstakes and Best of Opposite Sex to Best Puppy (or Veteran) in Sweepstakes.

On Saturday and Sunday we begin the day with a competition which allows our Junior handlers (those under 18 years of age) to strut their stuff.  Again, they compete in various classes depending on their age and experience.  Then, the 1st place winners of each class will compete at the end for Best Junior Handler.

Following that, we begin the Conformation judging.  The judge evaluates the dogs based on the Breed Standard.  Dogs (males) are judged first, followed by bitches (females).  Again, the dogs are entered in one of a variety of classes - either based on age, whether the dog was bred by the handler, or other criteria.  When all of these classes have been judged, the 1st place winners from each class compete for Winners.  The dog that is chosen for the Winners (Dog or Bitch) will earn points toward it’s championship.  A dog earning a sufficient number of points by defeating a number of dogs and winning under different judges earns it’s AKC championship (CH) title.

We also offer some special classes generally not available at all-breed shows.  We have classes for veterans (8 years of age or over) and for dogs who have completed a requisite number of miles in sled dog racing competition the prior winter racing season.  On Saturday only we will have classes for Stud Dog, Brood Bitch, Brace and Team.  The Stud Dog and Brood Bitch class entry is comprised of the sire or dam, and two of his/her offspring.  The offspring are judged based on the Breed Standard, but it is the sire or dam that wins the award.  The Brace class is a “fun” class for two dogs of similar ownership who work in tandem and Team class is for FOUR dogs of similar ownership who work together.

Once the judging of all classes is complete, the Winners Dog, Winners Bitch, and winners of the Veterans and Sled Dog classes, along with dogs already awarded their championship title, compete for Best of Breed.  This competition is the high point of the Specialty.  The dog deemed by the judge to most closely meet the Breed Standard will be awarded Best of Breed.  Then the judge will choose either the Winners Dog or the Winners Bitch as Best of Winners.  The judge will also select the Best of Opposite Sex to the Best of Breed dog.  The judge also chooses one male and one female as “Select” which gives them qualifying points toward a Grand Championship.  Finally, the judge will designate several additional dogs as “Award of Merit” winners - signifying that he/she feels these dogs are also very close to the Breed Standard. 

The last event is the Parade of Titleholders (Saturday only) which gives us the opportunity to recognize those dogs holding AKC, SHCA or other special titles. 

Thank you for joining us today!  If you would like more information about our club, contact the club secretary, Renee Miller, PO Box 1574, Berthoud, CO 80513, by phone at 970-214-2402, or by email at reneemiller3@icloud.com.   You may also visit our club’s website at www.rmshc.org.

